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improved form of ware that it came into great
demand. We shall see later on how this great
quality of perseverance, undaunted by failure,
defying ridicule and scorning timid advice of
friends, was inherited by his great grandson.
Though but a potter and an artisan, Josiah the
elder had yet the qualities of a *' gentleman " in
him. He knew the value of culture. He paid
infinite pains on the artistic as well as the
other qualities of his wares, It is well-known
to the elder generation of men how Smiles has
taken care to narrate the potter's story so as
to elucidate his greatness. The Self-Help^
however, is not a book so much in vogue to-day
as it was in our youth, perhaps a matter for
regret* For our present purpose, it is enough
to state that Josiah revolutionised the pottery
industry* He engaged Flax man to make
classical designs for him, and, as a popular
account of him has put it, his pottery became
the fashion, and led to a great extension of the
Staffordshire earthenware industry, his works
at Etruria having been the most extensive of
the kind in Britain* Being a great grandson
of the famous potter, young Josiah comes of a
sturdy middle class family which has, through